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Switzerland recognized P. R. China on January 17, 1950, and the two countries established formal
diplomatic relations on September 14 of the same year. Switzerland was one of the first Western
countries to establish diplomatic ties with P. R. China. Through 65 years, the bilateral relations have
had a smooth development in general. Especially in recent years, the ties have entered a new period
of rapid development.

Frequent high-level exchanges and deepening political mutual trust

In May 2013, China's Prime Minister Li Kegiang chose Switzerland as the first European destination
in his first official visit after inauguration. In July, Ueli Maurer, President of the Swiss Confederation
and Head of the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sports, visited China and
attended the Eco-Forum Global Guiyang. In July 2014, Hannes Germann, President of the Council
of States of Switzerland's Federal Assembly officially visited China and attended the Annual Confer-
ence of the Eco-Forum Global Guiyang 2014. In January 2015, Prime Minister Li Kegiang attended
2015 Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos and had a working visit to Switzerland.
In June, Johann Schneider-Ammann, Vice President of the Swiss Confederation and Head of the
Federal Department of Economic Affairs visited China on behalf of the Swiss Confederation to sign
the Articles of Agreement of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. In addition, there are more
than 20 functional dialogues and consultation mechanisms between the two countries, such as the
political consultation between the foreign ministries, and the two countries have good communica-
tion and cooperation in international affairs.

Upgrade in economic and trade cooperation

Switzerland is China's 7th-largest trading partner in Europe, while China is Switzerland's top trading
partner in Asia. In 2013, the Sino-Swiss bilateral trade volume reached a record high of USD 59.53
billion. The bilateral trade volume of 2014 was USD 43.58 billion, where China exported USD 3.09
billion to Switzerland, and imported USD 40.49 billion. In July 2013, the two countries signed the
Sino-Swiss Free Trade Agreement, the first bilateral free trade agreement between China and
continental European countries and between China and one of the 20 largest economies, marking a
milestone in the development of economic and trade relations between the two countries. Since it
came into effect on July 1, 2014, the agreement has promoted improvements in bilateral trade
structure and brought tangible benefits to the businesses and peoples of the two countries.
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Financial cooperation has become a new highlight of Sino-Swiss cooperation

In May 2013, the two countries signed the Memorandum of Understanding on bilateral
dialogue on financial matters between the People’s Bank of China and the State Secretariat
for International Financial Matters, marking the establishment of Sino-Swiss financial dialogue
mechanism. In July 2014, the People's Bank of China and Swiss National Bank signed a
bilateral currency swap agreement for CNY 150 billion/CHF 21 billion. In January 2015, during
the visit of Prime Minister Li Kegiang, China announced giving Switzerland a CNY 50 billion
quota as qualified foreign institutional investors, and the People’s Bank of China and Swiss
National Bank signed a Memorandum of Understanding. Currently, China Construction is
preparing to open a branch in Zurich, marking a breakthrough in offshore CNY business in
Switzerland.

Furthering bilateral scientific and technological cooperation

Following the establishment of bilateral agreement on technical and scientific cooperation
between China and Switzerland in 1989, the two countries signed the joint declaration of
Sino-Swiss science and technology cooperation in 2008. China has become a priority country
for Switzerland in bilateral science and technology cooperation. The Swiss Federal Council
established a special fund for science and technology cooperation with China. In recent years,
the two countries have had a series of research cooperation in life sciences, material
sciences, environmental protection, medicine and energy. In early 2015, the 9 projects of the
phase 2013-2016 of Sino-Swiss Science and Technology Cooperation were launched.

Deepening cooperation in education

As of the end of 2014, about 4,000 Chinese students are studying in Switzerland. 6 of the 12
comprehensive universities in  Switzerland have signed inter-institutional exchange
agreements or research collaboration agreements with Chinese universities and research
institutes, and the exchange between secondary and higher vocational school teachers and
staff has become increasingly closer. Confucius Institutes were established at the University
of Geneva and the University of Basel thanks to the cooperation of both sides, and the
"Chinese bridge" competition is held annually in Switzerland. In November 2014, the first
Sino-Swiss Education Dialogue was held in Beijing.

Frequent quality cultural exchanges

High-quality cultural activities from both countries keep emerging, and various distinctive
exhibitions of paintings, films and art have been held. From March to November 2013, "Qin -
The Eternal Emperor and His Terracotta Warriors" held in Berne was widely welcome by the
Swiss public. In May 2014, "Forms of the Formless: Exhibition of Chinese Abstract Art" was
launched in St. Urban Museum. The Grand Chinese New Year Concert has been held in
Lucerne for 10 consecutive years, and the Mid-Autumn-Festival in Basel series has been held

for 4 times and become a renowned local activity.

Sino-Swiss military relations have maintained a good momentum

The two countries have active exchanges at all levels with expanding horizon and deepening
strategic mutual trust. The annual working dialogue between the ministries of defence of the
two countries has been held for 9 rounds. Both sides actively perform personal education on
security policy, international peacekeeping, and military medicine, with increasing exchange
in fields such as trainings in high-elevation and frigid mountainous regions.

The two countries expands exchange on local levels

They formed 14 partnerships between provinces/cantons (cities): Kunming and Zurich,
Changsha and Fribourg, Beihai and Lugano, Shanghai and Basel-Stadt, Huangshan and
Interlaken, Gansu Province and Canton of Solothurn, Jiangsu Province and Canton of
Lucerne, Shangri-La County and Arosa, Chongqing and Canton of Zurich, Hangzhou and
Lugano, Shandong Province and Canton of Aargau, Guangdong Province and Canton of
Zurich, Erdos and Crans-Montana, and Guizhou Province and Canton of Obwalden.
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